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Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church

Sunday, May 15, 2022 + 2:30 p.m.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

+ BACCALAUREATE SERVICE +

GATHERING SONG God of Grace by Paul Manz

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Response after the prayer: Amen.

The service continues with gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly may be sprinkled 
with water during the singing.

GATHERING SONG God Welcomes All

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: AMEN THEMBA, South African traditional; transc. and arr. John L. Bell
Text and transcription ©2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. 
Alpha and Omega, First and Last, glory outshining all the lights of heaven: pour out upon us 
your Spirit of faithful love and abundant compassion, so that we may rejoice in the splendor 
of your works while we wait in expectation for the new heaven and the new earth you promise 
when Christ shall come again. 
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18

A reading from Acts.

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the 
city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close 
to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, 
and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 
8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything 
was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and 
not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 
me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing 
in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will 
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 
16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift 
that God gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Hallelujah! Sing Praise to Your Creator
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Text: Tilly-Lubis, 1925-2002, based on Psalm 148; tr. David Diephouse, b. 1947
Music: NYANYIKANLAH NYANYIAN BARU, Batak melody; arr. H. A. Pandapo, b. 1935
Text ©2009 Faith Alive Christian Resources
Arr. ©1999 H. A. Pandapo
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6

A reading from Revelation.

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals.
God will dwell with them as their God;
they will be God’s people,
and that very God will be with them,
4and will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new,” 
and also said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then the 
one seated on the throne said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 
water of life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL John 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son-of-Humanity has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in God’s own self and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with 
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Judeans so now I say to 
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON The Rev. Dr. Benjamin M. Stewart
 Gordon A. Braatz Associate Professor of Worship
 Director, Zygon Center for Religion and Science

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622
Text ©2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer, concluding each petition, “God, in your mercy,” to which the 
assembly responds, “Receive our prayer.”

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is then seated.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Today’s offering will go to 
support the ongoing work of the Lutheran World Federation as it responds to humanitarian crises around the globe.

CHORAL OFFERING Anthem of Dedication by Warren Martin 
 Teniya Mackey, soloist

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER

Response after the prayer: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds:

The great thanksgiving concludes. Response after the prayer: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, in the many languages and 
traditions by which we have been blessed:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
   now and forever. Amen. 

The presiding minister invites the assembly to communion. The assembly is then seated.

COMMUNION SONG  All Who Are Thirsty

Text: Brian Wentzel, b, 1979
Music: ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY, Brian Wentzel
Text ©2014 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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COMMUNION HYMN  Where Charity and Love Are Shown: Donde hay caridad y amor
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2.  Invitados a la mesa 
del banquete del Señor, 
recordamos su mandato 
de vivir en el amor. 
Comulgamos en el cuerpo 
y en la sangre que él nos da, 
y también en el hermano 
si lo amamos de verdad. Estribillo

3.  Este pan que da la vida 
y este cáliz de salud 
nos reúnen a los hermanos 
en el nombre de Jesús. 
Anunciamos su memoria, 
celebramos su pasión, 
el misterio de su muerte 
y de su resurrección. Estribillo

Text: Joaquín Madurga, 1938-2017;  
tr Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951. Music: DONDE  
HAY CARIDAD, Joaquín Madurga. Text and 
music ©1981 and 2009 Joaquín Madurga. 
Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, 
OR 97213. All rights reserved. Duplication 
in any form prohibited without securing 
permission from copyright administrator  
or reporting usage under valid license.

COMMUNION HYMN Beloved, God’s Chosen (ANDREW’S SONG)

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: ANDREW’S SONG, Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962
Text ©1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Response after the table blessing: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Response after the prayer: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! (TURNBULL)

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TURNBULL, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962
Text ©1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Ein Feste Burg Ist Unser Gott by Johann Pachelbel

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS019574. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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GATHERING SONG Hallelujah! Sing Praise to Your Creator
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CRUCIFER Michelle Pyskaty

STREAMERS	 Katherine	Mueller	and	Kyle	Duff

+ COMMENCEMENT PARTICIPANTS +

ACADEMIC PROCESSION Marshal Mark N. Swanson 
 The graduates, faculty, board and guests enter

LSTC Festival Procession arranged by Keith Hampton

GATHERING SONG Hallelujah! Sing Praise to Your Creator (see facing page)

PRAYER OF INVOCATION Response after the prayer: Amen 
 The assembly is seated

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS James Nieman, President

THE COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS: “From You  Dr. Paul C. Pribbenow 
No Secrets Are Hid: The Call to Public Discipleship” President, Augsburg University

MUSIC SELECTION: “Love One Another”  Anne Krentz Organ

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES, DIPLOMAS, AND AWARDS 
INTRODUCTION Esther M. Menn 
 Dean and Vice President for Academic Affairs

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES James Nieman
Candidates	for	the	Certificate	of	Studies	 Brooke	Petersen 
  Director of Master of Arts and Master of Divinity Programs

Candidates	for	the	Certificate	in	Theological	Education	for	Emerging	Ministries	 Scott	Chalmers 
 Dean of Student Services

Candidates for the Master of Arts Degrees Brooke Petersen
Candidates for the Master of Divinity Degree Brooke Petersen
Candidates for the Master of Theology Degree Mark Swanson 
 Director of Advanced Studies Programs

Candidates for the Doctor of Ministry Degree Mark Swanson
Candidates for the Doctor of Philosophy Degree Mark Swanson

PRESENTATION OF THE EDGAR KRENTZ Eunyung Lim 
AWARD FOR BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION Assistant Professor of New Testament

PRESENTATION OF THE JAMES KENNETH Kimberly Wagner 
ECHOLS PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE IN PREACHING Assistant Professor of Homiletics

RECOGNITION OF THE LSTC FACULTY AND STAFF James Nieman

PRESENTATION OF THE SENIOR CLASS GIFT Sarah Krolak and Maeve Schurz

WELCOME FROM THE ALUMNI BOARD Michael Fick (2004, MDiv) 
 Alumni Board Chair

BLESSING Response after the prayer: Amen.

RECESSIONAL: Carillon Sortie Henri Mulet

+ COMMENCEMENT +
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CANDIDATES FOR THE CERTIFICATE IN

+ THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
FOR EMERGING MINISTRIES +

2022

Michael Charles Willis

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ MASTER OF ARTS +
2022

Christopher Rajkumar (C)

2021

Nash	Earnest	Shaffer,	III*

Togu	Paskaraya	Apriono	Sihite*	(B)

2020

Tammy	Jackson*

Wu	Mee*

Veronica	John	Mwakasungura*

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ MASTER OF ARTS IN MINISTRY +
2022

Erie Sara

Allison Elizabeth Mikyska

2021

R.	Kim	Maschoff

2020

Kristin	Ashley	Bartlett*

Annette	Hernandez*

Karen	May	Katamay*

Lora	Kay	Salley*

CANDIDATES FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF

+ STUDIES +
2022

Apou Makuac Anyoun
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ MASTER OF DIVINITY +

2022

Katherine E. Anderson

Ismael J. Calderón Fúnez (H)

Brooke DeJong

Katherine Louise Ehlert

Jason Alexander Fugate

Rajeev Manohar Geddam

Melissa L. Hrdlicka

Zachary Krampien

Sarah Elizabeth Krolak

Cassandra	Maria	Nagle*	(E)	

Jason Anthony Schultz

Maeve Elizabeth Schurz

Troy Andrew Spencer (E)

2021

Karl	William	Anliker*	(B)

Daniel	James	Beirne*

Lily	Christine	Brellenthin*

Leah	Brooke	Chibe*

Dafne	del	Risco-Nolla*

Kelsey	Fauser*

Reed Noel Fowler

Marcus	M.	Guerra	Jr.*

Frantisek	Janak*

Christina	L.	Jindra*

Christina	M.	Johnson*

Kyle	Eugene	Johnson*

Amber	Jane	Kalina*

Elizabeth	A.	Koerner*

Kelsey	Elaine	Kresse*

Carolyn	Seiter	Lawrence*	(B)

Robin	Lovett	Owen*	(B)

Michael	J.	Markwell*

Christina	Marthield	Montgomery*

Leif	Nelson*

Phillip	David	Potaczek*

Ashley	Nichole	Rosa-Ruggieri*	(B)	(H)

Dalton	Bennett	Rosa-Ruggieri*	(B)

Kristen	Mary	Schmid*

Stephani	Joann	Shumaker*

Aaron	Silco*

Anna	Silco*

Katrina Louise Steingraeber

Sarah	Swindall*

Bethany	Ruth	Ulrich*	(H)

Kirsten	Elizabeth	Wee*

Anne Marie Kincaid Wickland

2020

Corey	Gilbert	Bergman*

Ruby	Burwell	Lee*

Ian	Wayne	Coen-Frei*	(B)

Makayla Mae Marinack Dahleen (B)

A Completed requirements for African Descent Emphasis 
B Completed requirements for Biblical Studies Emphasis
C Completed requirements for Christian Theology and Ethics Emphasis
E Completed requirements for Environmental Ministry Emphasis
H Completed requirements for Hispanic Ministry Emphasis
I Completed requirements for Interfaith Emphasis
*	In	absentia



22

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ MASTER OF THEOLOGY +
2021

Ramona	P.	Acevedo*

Mark	Steven	LaChonce*

Dax	Sunny	Mathew*

M.	Seng	Tsin	Nan*

River Cook Needham

Denise	L.	Rector*

2020

Kerstin	Louise	Hedlund*

Johncy	Joseph*

Adam	Edward	Louis	Dowd*	(B)

Danielle	Bianca	Dowd*	(B)

Morgan Elizabeth Gates

Julia Verlaine Grafe

Debra	Lynn	Hartfield*

Vickie DeCarlos Johnson (A)

Paisley	Candise	Le	Roy*	(E)	

Troy	Elvis	Medlin*

Maija	Karolina	Mikkelsen*	(I)

Bristol	Huffman	Reading*

David	John	Rebey*	(I)

José	Fheniel	Rodríguez	Páez*

Alexander	John	Ross*

Ole	Andrew	Schenk*

Nicholas	David	Schmidlin*

Madeline	Joan	Tallman*

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ DOCTOR OF MINISTRY +
2022

Leila Mänttäri
thesis title

As Equal Images of God: Preaching to People in the Finnish 
Congregation Who Immigrated to Sweden in the 1960s and 
’70s to Affirm Towards Confident Encounters for Dialogue 
Between the Minority and Majority

Leif	Gunnar	Nordenstorm*
thesis title

Preaching About Everyday Life

Hanna	Pettersson*
thesis title

Prophetic Preaching in a World of Silence and Taboo:  
An Interdisciplinary Study Between Attachment Theory  
and Homiletics

Ida	Wäreborn*
thesis title

Preaching during Serenity Prayer Mass - Creating a Safe 
Situation for Dealing with Difficult Topics

2021

Victoria	Björck	Karlsson*

Magdalena	Öhrling*

2020

Katherine	Inglis	Johnson*

Gisela	Magdalena	Sjöholm*
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CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF

+ DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY +
2022

Cami L. Brubaker
dissertation title:
They Sow Wind and Reap Storm: Resowing Seeds of the 
Deed-Distiny Nexus’

Hery Andrianotahina Naivoson
dissertation title:
The Eschatological Dimensions of Malagasy’s Sacred Spaces: 
Towards a Perspective on a Space Based Malagasy Local 
Eschatology

Adama	Isa*
dissertation title:
Voices of Lament in Psalm 44: A Strategy for Waking the 
Sleeping God in the Thick of Trauma

Montira	Junnawatt*
dissertation title:
Women Who Live in Two Worlds: From the Stories of Roman 
Women in Antiquity to Women from Thailand

Emmanuel Joshua Peter Penumaka
dissertation title:
Redemptive Suffering Versus Masochism in the Works of 
Kazoh Kitamori’s Theology of the Pain of God

2021

Wendy Christine Heilman

Mayuko	Yasuda*

2020

Ayse Arslan-Cinar

Ki-Min	Bang*

Denis	Bétaré	Ndoé*

Yasir	Bilgin*

Thomas	R.	Gaulke*

Lydia	Hernández-Marcial*

Si	Khaw*

Yoseob	Song*

A Completed requirements for African Descent Emphasis 
B Completed requirements for Biblical Studies Emphasis
C Completed requirements for Christian Theology and Ethics Emphasis
E Completed requirements for Environmental Ministry Emphasis
H Completed requirements for Hispanic Ministry Emphasis
I Completed requirements for Interfaith Emphasis
*	In	absentia
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+ THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER +

Paul C. Pribbenow, the 10th president of Augsburg University, 
a private liberal arts university associated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and located in Minneapolis, 
is recognized as one of the country’s most engaging 
commentators and teachers on ethics, philanthropy, and 
American public life.

Before coming to Augsburg, Pribbenow served as president 
of Rockford College (now Rockford University) in Rockford, 
Illinois. He also has served as a research fellow for the Center 
of Inquiry in the Liberal Arts at Wabash College (Indiana), dean 
for College Advancement and secretary of the Board of Trustees 
at Wabash College, vice president of the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, and associate dean of the Divinity School 
of the University of Chicago.

Pribbenow was honored to be named the 2019 Outstanding 
Fundraising Professional by the Association of Fundraising Professionals. The award recognizes 
effective,	creative,	and	stimulating	fundraising	leadership	as	well	as	the	practice	and	promotion	of	
ethical fundraising.

Pribbenow received the William Burke Award for Presidential Leadership in Experiential Education 
from the National Society for Experiential Education in 2012. He was named a McCormick Presidential 
Civic Leader Fellow for 2003–04 and 2005–06. And, under Pribbenow’s leadership, Augsburg 
University	became	the	first	higher	education	institution	in	Minnesota	to	earn	the	prestigious	
Presidential Award for Community Service, the highest honor possible for service work.

Pribbenow	is	the	author	of	numerous	articles	on	philanthropy,	ethics,	and	not-for-profit	management.	
He	publishes	a	bimonthly	email	newsletter	titled,	“Notes	for	the	Reflective	Practitioner.”

Pribbenow holds a bachelor’s degree (1978) from Luther College (Iowa) and a master’s degree (1979) 
and doctorate (1993) in social ethics from the University of Chicago. He received the Distinguished 
Service Award from Luther College in 2008. 
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+ RECOGNITION OF SERVICE +

Jan Boden has been telling LSTC’s story for nearly 25 years. 
She joined LSTC in 1997 as assistant to the president. In 2004 
she was appointed director of communications and marketing, 
a position she stepped back from in 2020. On May 1, Boden 
retired from her most recent role, public relations manager.

Boden has faithfully told LSTC’s story through the stories 
of	students	and	alumni,	faculty	and	staff,	supporters	and	
friends—all with a goal to draw students and donors to LSTC. 
“My favorite part of the job was to listen to and share those 
stories,”	she	said.

Among her many responsibilities, Boden oversaw the 
website, edited and produced the alumni/donor magazine (50 
issues), produced materials for admissions and advancement 
(including seven catalogs), wrote and edited the monthly 
e-news,	and	served	as	unofficial	LSTC	photographer.	

Two of her biggest accomplishments were helping to guide both the process for adopting a mission 
statement that has stood the test of time (she claims she can recite it in her sleep), and the seminary 
website redesign after the rebranding process.

She served on the executive cabinet, and attended more than 40 board of directors meetings. Boden 
helped plan 24 commencement ceremonies and was part of many strategic planning committees. 

As a faithful worshiper at daily chapel, it’s no wonder her two greatest joys are these: “being part of 
a small group that worked with the stained glass artists on the windows for the Augustana Chapel, 
and	getting	to	watch	and	photograph	the	Manz	Organ	installation	in	the	chapel.”

To	the	LSTC	staff,	students,	faculty,	alumni,	board	members,	and	donors,	Boden	says,	“It	was	a	
profound	joy	to	be	part	of	the	formation	of	so	many	fine	pastors	and	scholars,	and	I	am	grateful	to	
have	had	the	privilege	of	knowing	and	working	with	so	many	devoted	and	faithful	people.”
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+ FACULTY +
Klaus-Peter Adam
Professor of Old Testament

Eric Kyle
Associate Professor, Director of Contextual Education

Eunyung Lim
Assistant Professor of New Testament

Esther M. Menn
Ralph W. and Marilyn R. Klein Professor  
of Old Testament/Hebrew Bible

Eliseo Pérez-Álvarez
Associate Professor of Lutheran Systematic Theology and 
Global Lutheranism

Brooke Petersen
MDiv/MAM/MA Program Director and Candidacy 
Coordinator

Barbara R. Rossing
Professor of New Testament   

Benjamin M. Stewart
Gordon A. Braatz Associate Professor of Worship

Mark N. Swanson
Harold S. Vogelaar Professor of Christian-Muslim Studies 
and Interfaith Relations

Linda E. Thomas 
Professor of Theology and Anthropology

Peter Vethanayagamony
Professor of Modern Church History

Kimberly R. Wagner
Assistant Professor of Homiletics; Axel Jacob and Gerda 
Maria (Swanson) Carlson Chair in Homiletics

Marvin E. Wickware, Jr.
Assistant Professor of Church and Society and Ethics

+ EMERITI FACULTY +
Terrence Baeder
Director Emeritus of Field Education

Mark P. Bangert
John H. Tietjen Professor Emeritus of Pastoral Ministry: 
Worship and Church Music

Kathleen D. Billman
John H. Tietjen Endowed Chair in Pastoral Ministry: 
Pastoral Theology, Professor Emerita of Pastoral Theology

Carl E. Braaten
Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology

Philip Hefner
Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology and Senior Fellow, ZCRS

Kurt K. Hendel
Bernard, Fischer, Westberg Distinguished Ministry 
Professor Emeritus of Reformation History

Richard J. Perry Jr.
Professor Emeritus of Church and Society and Urban Ministry

David M. Rhoads
Professor Emeritus of New Testament

José David Rodríguez  
Augustana Heritage Professor Emeritus of Global Mission and 
World Christianity

James A. Scherer
Professor Emeritus of Missions and Church History

Michael Shelley
Director Emeritus of A Center of Christian-Muslim 
Engagement for Peace and Justice

Harold S. Vogelaar
Professor Emeritus of World Religions

Christine Wenderoth
Director Emerita, JKM Library; Associate Professor 
Emerita of Ministry
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+ DISTINGUISHED AFFILIATE FACULTY +
Ghulam-Haider Aasi
Distinguished Affiliate Professor

Mercedes García-Bachmann
Professor of Old Testament

Antje Jackelén
Adjunct Professor of Systematic Theology/Religion and Science

Carol Schersten LaHurd
Distinguished Affiliate Professor

Craig A. Satterlee
Adjunct Professor of Homiletics

Audrey West
Adjunct Associate Professor of New Testament

Gayle E. Woloschak
Adjunct Professor of Religion and Science Studies

+ ADJUNCT FACULTY +
(KVALIFICERAD FORTBILDNING PREDIKAN, SIGTUNA SWEDEN)

Niclas Blåder

Caroline Edlund

Ola Fornling

Tina Johansson

Carina Sundberg

Johan Svedberg

+ AUXILIARY FACULTY +
Carol Albright John R. Albright 

Elyse Ambrose

Chrisida Anandan

Ruben Duran

Tom Gaulke

Javier Goítia Padilla

Andrew	Guffey	

Kurt K. Hendel

Craig Mueller 

Richard Perry

José David Rodríguez

Rosanne Swanson

Benjamin Taylor

Christine Wenderoth

Gayle Woloshak 

Mayuko Yasuda

+ ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF +
James R. Nieman
President

Kamio Arigbabuwo 
Director of Admissions

R. Scott Chalmers
Dean of Student Services

Vimary	“Vima”	Couvertier-Cruz	
Director of Diversity, Inclusion, Equity and Justice

John Damer 
Director of Advancement Operations

Patti DeBias
Assistant to the President
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Barry Hopkins 
Interim Director of JKM Library

Chris Huang
Director of Institutional Effectiveness and Registrar

Esther M. Menn
Dean and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Sandra H. Nelson 
Vice President for Advancement

Nathaniel Ramsey
Director of Financial Aid

Benjamin M. Stewart
Director, Zygon Center for Religion and Science

Mark Swanson
Director, Advanced Studies

Richard Vivian
Vice President for Finance and Operations

Rob Worley
Director, Language Resource and Writing Center

Ceciley Akins
Philanthropic Engagement Associate

Bob Berridge
Senior Project Manager, Facilities

Jan Boden
Public Relations Manager

Elaine Bonner
Access Services Manager, JKM Library

Abimbola	“Abbie”	Brown
Operations and Student Employment Manager

Sarah Burdick
Advancement Operations Associate

Brenda Cantu
Digital Instruction Librarian

Carlos Carillo
Senior Staff Accountant

Erik Christensen
Pastor to the Community and Director of Strategic Initiatives

Aaron Copley-Spivey
Director of Human Resources; Title IX Coordinator

Debra Cronin
Director, Educational Information Technologies 

Samantha DeBias
Accounting Coordinator

Moose Flores
Admissions Counselor

James Foster
Director of Safety, Security, and Visitor Services

Jami Galindo
Building Maintenance Technician

David Glover
Editorial Assistant, Zygon Journal, Project Administrator, 
Zygon Center

Keith Hampton
Cantor to the Seminary Community

Marvis Hardy
Staff Accountant

Akeem Haywood
Refectory Line Cook

Cheryl Hoth
Assistant to the Vice President and Dean of Academic Affairs

Jessica Houston
Alumni Services and Events Manager

Michael Huckelberry
Director of Maintenance and Engineering

Rocky Hunter
Watchperson

Judith Jean-Michel
Executive Administrative Assistant for Advancement

Burmaa Kaylin
Technical Services Assistant, JKM Library

Bianca Leoni
Student Services Assistant

Mark T. Lowry
Philanthropic Engagement Associate

Gail Mitchell
Line Cook

Richard Moore
Food Services Assistant

William Myatt
Director of Philanthropic Engagement



31

Scott Pachowicz
Assistant Director of Building Services — Renovation/Upgrade

Frank Perez
Manager of Culinary Operations, Refectory

Arthur C. Petersen 
Editor, Zygon Journal of Religion and Science  

Emilie Pulver  
Metadata Librarian, JKM Library 

Mike Reese 
Controller

Kira Robinson 
Line Cook 

Julie Sevig 
Content and Social Media Manager 

Marji Shannon 
Interim Director of Contextual Education 

Jennifer Stone 
Data Service Analyst 

Linda Thomas
Director, Albert “Pete” Pero, Jr. and Cheryl Stewart Pero 
Center for Intersectionality Studies

Sara Trumm 
Director, A Center of Christian-Muslim Engagement for 
Peace and Justice 

Gloria Vicente
Advanced Studies Program Coordinator and International 
Student Administrator
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+ 2022 COMMENCEMENT THEME  
AND ARTIST INFORMATION +

“A new heaven and a new earth.” (Revelation 21:1a)

This year’s commencement takes place on the 5th Sunday in Easter, a day on which many 
congregations will hear these words from the 21st chapter of Revelation in worship. As we celebrate 
our students’ great achievements, we are mindful that many have said we are living in apocalyptic 
times. For Christians, apocalyptic literature like this passage from Revelation is a source of hope 
through the assurance of God’s power at work, bringing God’s promised future into our uncertain 
present. Our graduates are beginning the next chapter of their vocations as leaders in times of 
tumult.	Today	we	send	them	out	with	confidence	that	God	is	present	with	them	and	with	us	all,	
working	to	bring	about	“a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth.”

 The cover design depicts a sacred space of open invitation between a starry sky and a lake’s 
reflection.		We	are	surrounding	by	God’s	powerful	light	and	love,	made	known	from	generation	to	
generation. Our hope lies in God’s wide invitation and constant awesome power that will carry us 
into all our tomorrows.

 The artist commissioned to produce materials for this year’s program is Ann Gerondelis AIA, IDSA. 
Ann is the Head of the Design Department in Drexel University’s Westphal College of Media Arts 
& Design. A passionate design evangelist and inclusive leader, she draws on her broad range of 
experiences in educational innovation and design in multiple disciplines.
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