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Rev. Dr. Shauna Hannan is a  

distinguished scholar, pastor, and  

homiletician. She brings more than  

two decades of experience in the  

classroom, the congregation, and the  

broader church. She most recently served  

as Professor of Homiletics at Pacific Lutheran  

Theological Seminary in Berkeley, California, and as core doctoral faculty 

at the Graduate Theological Union, where she taught and mentored 

students at the doctoral, master’s, and certificate levels.

Dr. Hannan is widely regarded for her innovative approaches to 

preaching, her scholarship on collaborative and contextual theology, and 

her passion for empowering emerging leaders. She is the author of The 

Peoples’ Sermon: Preaching as a Ministry of the Whole Congregation 

(Fortress Press, 2021), and co-author of Scripting a Sermon: Using the 

Wisdom of Filmmaking for Impactful Preaching (WJK, 2024), among 

many other publications.

A graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary (PhD, Practical Theology), 

Luther Seminary (MDiv), and Concordia College, Moorhead (BA, 

Spanish and Communication), Dr. Hannan has preached, taught, and 

led workshops across five continents. She is ordained in the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America and has long been active in ELCA candidacy 

and leadership formation.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Items marked with an asterisk (*) indicate that the assembly is invited to assume a posture of reverence, 
which might include standing or sitting, hands raised or at rest, or other postures. Text that is bold marks the 
assembly’s responses.

GATHERING	 Thankful Praise (Medley)     
	 Arranged by Keith Hampton

Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreña, tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b 1956. Music: 
VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETÉ, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955. Text and music ©1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in any form prohibited 
withour permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GATHERING SONG	 Let Us Go Now to the Banquet (ELW 523)

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P:	 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
	 the fountain of living water, 
	 the rock who gave us birth, 
	 our light and our salvation.

C:	 Amen.

P:	� Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism into Christ, 
		  who is our living water. 
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REFRAIN	 Come to the Water of Life, Verse 1 (ACS 955)

Text: Ray Makeever, b 1943. Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever. Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

P:	 Blessed are you, O God, creator and ruler of all things.  
	 Your voice thundered over the waters at creation.  
	 You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
	 You place us beside Lake Michigan, quenching our thirst, bathing our bodies, giving life to 	
	 your creatures. 

REFRAIN	 Come to the Water of Life, Verse 2 (ACS 955)

P:	 We remember a flood, through which in the ark  
	 you carried creatures of every kind to safety.  
	 We remember a sea,  
	 through which you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. 
	 We remember the wilderness,  
	 where you nourished your people with water from the rock,  
	 and brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 

REFRAIN	 Come to the Water of Life, Verse 3 (ACS 955)

P:	 By the baptism of his death and resurrection,  
	 your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom.  
	 The floods shall not overwhelm us,  
	 and the deep shall not swallow us up,  
	 for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.  
	 He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 	
		  Holy Spirit. 

REFRAIN	 Come to the Water of Life, Verse 4 (ACS 955)

P:	 Pour out your Holy Spirit:  
	 flood us with grace; 
	 illumine us with wisdom;  
	 clothe us with Christ;  
	 and unite your daughters and sons,  
	 no longer slave and free,  
	 no longer male and female,  
	 but one people in Christ Jesus,  
	 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:	 Amen.
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HYMN	 Wade in the Water  (ELW 459)

Text: African American spiritual. Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual.

GREETING

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.  

P:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
	 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:	 And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:	 Let us pray.

A brief silence. 

P:	 Almighty and ever-living God,  
	 you send out laborers into your harvest 
	 to proclaim the good news of your reign. 
	 Raise up in our own day 
	 teachers and prophets, pastors and leaders inspired by your Spirit, 
	 whose voices will give strength to your church 
	 and proclaim the reality of your love for all creation, 
	 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
	 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
	 one God, now and forever. 

C:	 Amen. 

The assembly sits.   

WORDS OF WELCOME	 Dr. Kristi Ferguson, Chair of the Presidential Search Committee

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING	 Isaiah 65:17-25
The reading is announced:    

A Reading from Isaiah. 

The reading is concluded:    

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: The 23rd Psalm (Bobby McFerrin)	 LSTC Music Ministry

SECOND READING	 Romans 12:9-21 
The reading is announced:    

A Reading from Romans. 

The reading is concluded:    

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Muscogee (Creek) Indian

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

*GOSPEL	 Luke 1:46-55 

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel concludes:   

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL RECESSIONAL	 We Have Seen the Lord/Nimemwona Bwana– 
	 Tanzanian traditi0nal (ELW 869)
(Nimemwona Bwana.)
Nimemwona Bwana. (Nimemwona)
Nimemwona Bwana. (Nimemwona Bwana.)
Nimemwona Bwana, anapendeza.

(We have seen the Lord.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is mighty.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is powerful.)
We have seen the Lord, God with us, Jesus Christ. 
(We have seen the Lord.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is lowly.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is merciful.)
We have seen the Lord, God with us, Jesus Christ. 

(We have seen the Lord.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is gracious.)
We have seen the Lord. (God is wonderful.)
We have seen the Lord, God with us, Jesus Christ. 

Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Jeff Sartain, b. 1962. English text © 2003 Concordia Publishing House.

SERMON	 Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry

HYMN OF THE DAY	 O Spirit, All-Embracing (ACS 944)

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939. Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934. Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. giamusic.
com. All rights reserved. Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reportingc 
usage under valid license.



10 11

NICENE CREED

P:	 Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

C:	 We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father; 
	 through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
	 he came down from heaven, 
	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
	 and became truly human. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
	 he suffered death and was buried. 
	 On the third day he rose again 
	 in accordance with the scriptures; 
	 he ascended into heaven 
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
	 and his kingdom will have no end. 
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father,* 
	 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
	 who has spoken through the prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

In recognition of the 1700th anniversary of the council of Nicaea today we use an ecumenical version of the Nicene creed 
without the filioque clause (“and of the Son”) in reference to the Holy Spirit. 

INSTALLATION

PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT	 Greg Lewis, Chair of the LSTC Board of Directors

As Chair of the Board of Directors I present the Rev. Dr. Shauna K. Hannan for installation as 
President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. She has been elected by the board of 
directors and called by the church to serve as the eighth president of the seminary. 

CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION	 Paul K. Erbes, Secretary of the LSTC Board of Directors

By action of the Board of Directors taken on the 20th of May in the year of our Lord 2025  
Shauna Hannan was elected as President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.

CERTIFICATION OF CALL  	 Francisco Javier Goitía Padilla, Director of Theological  
	 Formation for Seminaries and Schools, ELCA 

Pursuant to her election as President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and at the 
request of the Congregational and Synodical Mission Unit, the Church Council of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America has issued Shauna Hannan a call to that office.  I present this letter 
certifying the call.

THANKSGIVING  	 Linda Thomas, Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs, LSTC 

We give thanks to God for Shauna and her response and commitment to this call.  We rejoice now 
that this sibling in Christ will lead us in our common life and in our mutual mission as a seminary 
of the church. Let us together give voice to our joy [gesturing to assembly].

The assembly responds:   

Thanks be to God

The assembly is seated.   

ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

epresentatives from the staff, faculty and student body address the president-elect with key words from scripture.

ROMANS 12:4-8  	 Keisha Dyson and Richard Vivian 

The apostle Paul writes: For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering, the teach, in 
teach; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-19  	 Karri Alldredge and Peter Vethanayagamony 

And again Paul writes—So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself not counting their trespasses against 
them and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
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PHILIPPIANS 4: 4-7  	 Nicholas Breining and Hannah Peterson 

And again the apostle writes—Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

QUESTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT-ELECT	 Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry

Shauna, in the presence of this assembly: Will you commit yourself to this new trust and 
responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you preach, teach and lead in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the confessions of 
the Lutheran church?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and of this seminary, and in a spirit of communion with God’s people 
throughout the world? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and in your use of the means of grace? 
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people, nourish them with the word and sacraments, and 
lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all that you do? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and 
the will to do these things. 

Amen.

QUESTIONS TO THE FACULTY, STAFF, STUDENTS, AND BOARDS

I invite the faculty, staff, students, board of directors, foundation trustees and alumni board of 
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago to stand.  

Friends in Christ, will you regard Shauna as a servant and messenger of Jesus Christ, sent to lead 
you in the mission of God? Will you in all things strive together in the peace and unity of Christ? 
Will you hold her dear in the faith we share in Christ Jesus? 

Response: We will, and we ask God to help us.

QUESTIONS TO THE ASSEMBLY

I invite the assembly to stand.

People of God, will you regard Shauna as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of 
God?  Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and uphold the mission of 
God to which we are all called?  

Response: We will, and we ask God to help us.

COMMITTAL OF OFFICE AND BLESSING

Shauna Hannan, the office of President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago is now 
committed to you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

The newly installed president kneels as the presiding minister places his hand on the president’s head and proclaims 
God’s blessing. 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you 
may do God’s will, working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; Through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever and ever.   

Amen.

TRANSFER OF THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION	 James Nieman, 
	 President, emeritus

You have been called to be among us to lead this seminary in the service of God’s mission.

ACCLAMATION

�People of God, I present to you the Rev. Dr. Shauna Kay Hannan, Eighth President of the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago. Let us welcome her in the name of Christ.

GREETINGS	 Shauna K. Hannan, President, LSTC 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In between each petition, sing the refrain of Come Now, O Prince of Peace verse 1, ELW 247.

Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope. Music: OSOSŎ, Geonyong Lee, b. 1947. Text and music © Geonyong Lee. Duplication in 
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

PM:	The peace of Christ be with you always. 

Response: And also with you. 

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

Today’s offering will support Student Housing at LSTC. For on-line offering, scan the QR code.

OFFERING HYMN	 United at the Table (ELW 498)

Text: Joaquínn Madurga, tr. Angel Mattos, b. 1947, and Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923. Music: UNIDOS EN LA FIESTA, Joaquínn 
Madurga. Text and music © 1979, 1998 J. Madurga and San Pablo Internacional—SSP, admin. OCP Publications, sole U.S. agent. All 
rights reserved. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:	 The Lord be with you.
A:	 And also with you. 

P:	 Lift up your hearts.
A:	 We lift them to the Lord. 

P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A:	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P:	 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
	 that we should at all times and in all places 
	 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
	 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
	 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
	 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
	 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Text: Argentine traditional. Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional.

	 When the earth was a formless void, 
	 you formed order and beauty. 
	 When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
	 you sent them a child; 
	 When the Israelites were enslaved, 
	 you led them to freedom. 
	 Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
	 and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
	 and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 	  
	 You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
	 He was born among the poor, 
	 he lived under oppression, 
	 he wept over the city. 
	 With infinite love, he granted the people your life.   
	 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
	 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
	 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
	 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
	 Do this for the remembrance of me.   
	 Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
	 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
	 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
	 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
	 Do this for the remembrance of me.   
	 Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 
	 Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]  
	 Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]    
	 O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
	 O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
	 O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
	 O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.   
	 O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
	 O God our strength and our song, 
	 you show us a vision of a tree of life 
	 with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
	 Grant us such life, 
	 the life of the Father to the Son, 
	 the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
	 life in you, now and forever.   
	 Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:	 Let us pray as our Lord taught us in the many ways and languages we know by heart.

P:	 O God most mighty, 
	 O God most merciful, 
	 O God our rock and our salvation, 
	 hear us as we praise, 
	 call us to your table, 
	 grant us your life.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

At LSTC, all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. The bread is vegan and gluten free, and 
the cup is grape juice. As you come forward at the direction of an usher, who will offer you an 
individual cup if you’d prefer. If you do not wish to receive communion, you are welcome to 
remain at your seat or to come forward for a blessing.

Fraction: Come to the feast of love!

COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948. Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission 
or valid license from copyright administrator.

Communion Hymn: TASTE AND SEE

Text: James E. Moore Jr., b. 1951, based on Ps. 34. Music: TASTE AND SEE, James E. Moore Jr. Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, 
Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in 
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



20 21

Communion Hymn: LORD JESUS, YOU SHALL BE MY SONG

Text: Les Pwtites Souers de Jésus and L’Arche COmmunity; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931. Music: LES PETITES SOEURS, Les Petites 
Soeurs de Jésus and L’Arche Community. Text and music ©1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tr. © 1970 
Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Communion Hymn: IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL

Text: Taizé Community, based on Isaiah 12. Music: Jacques Berthier. Text and music © 1986, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Communion Hymn: NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878. Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Crüger, 1598-1662.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

AM:	Let us pray. 

	 God of wisdom, 
	 with the bread of life and cup of salvation 
	 you unite us with Christ, 
	 and make us one with all your people. 
	 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
	 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
	 and continue forever in the risen life 
	 of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

	 Amen. 

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

PM:	Almighty God, + Holy One, Holy Three,  
	 bless you now and forever. 

	 Amen. 

DISMISSAL

AM:	Go in peace. Bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ!  

	 Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE	 Celebrate (Keith Hampton)

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat. Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional. Text © 1990 GIA Publications, 
Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Duplication in 
any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING SONG	 Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)
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Presiding Minister	 Joy Moore

Preaching Minister	 Yehiel Curry

Assisting Minister	 Brooke Petersen 

Principal Musician	 Keith “Doc” Hampton

Musicians	 LSTC Music Ministry

	 Keith Hampton 

Readers	 Patti DeBias 
	 Rafael Malpica Padilla

Sacristan 	 Immanuel Karunakaran

Gift bearers	 Kim Beckmann	
	 Moses Penumaka	
	 Katy Grindberg	
	 Kyla Hannan

Crucifer	 Ingrid Kieffer 

Banner bearers	 Wu Mee	
	 Vinod Wesley	
	 Adam Groenke

 PARTICIPANTS 

Communion servers	 Yehiel Curry	
	 Shauna K. Hannan	
	 Brooke Petersen	
	 Kristi Ferguson	
	 Joy Moore 	
	 Maryjeanne Schaffmeyer	
	 Greg Kaufmann 
	 Larry Tietjen
	 Robin Steinke 
	 Kristin Johnston Largen 
	 Mark Swanson

Ushers	 Sandra Nelson	
	 Vima Couvertier-Cruz	
	 Carrie Lewis La Plante	
	 Peter Iversen	
	 Aaron Copley-Spivey

Director of the Liturgy	 Christian Scharen

Host for Special Guests	 Kristi Ferguson
	 Patti DeBias

Event Coordinator	 Samantha Adindu

 PRESIDING BISHOP YEHIEL CURRY 
The Rev. Yehiel Curry was installed as the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) on Oct. 4, 2025. 

Prior to his role as Presiding Bishop, he served as bishop of the ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod, where 
he led a synod staff and 160 congregations by providing pastoral care, preaching, teaching, administering 
sacraments, and overseeing ordinations and installations. Curry was the recipient of LSTC’s Distinguished 
Alumni Emerging Voice Award in 2017 and the Distinguished Service Award in 2022. He was elected synod 
bishop in 2019 and reelected in spring 2025. Curry chaired the ELCA Conference of Bishops, fostering 
ecumenical relationships and theological engagement across the Lutheran communion.

Curry also served as the mission developer (2007–2012) and pastor (2013–2019) of Shekinah 
Chapel Lutheran Church in Riverdale, Ill. He earned a Bachelor of Arts from Lewis University in 
Romeoville, Ill., and a Master of Divinity from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. He and 
his wife, LaShonda, are the proud parents of three daughters.

 ACADEMIC DRESS 
The academic gown comes from the 12th century. While it originally may have been worn as a 
protection against the cold of unheated buildings, today it has become a symbol of the democracy 
of scholarship, for it covers any dress of rank or social standing. The gowns and hoods worn by 
the faculty indicate the degree held, the subject in which it is held, and the institution granting 
it. Pointed hoods indicate a master’s degree; longer, rounded hoods the doctor’s degree. The 
velvet trim indicates the field of study: red (theology), violet (European theology), dark blue 
(philosophy), pink (music), lemon (library science), and white (arts and letters). The lining 
indicates the school granting the degree. Gowns also represent the degree. Doctor’s gowns are most 
often black with velvet bands on the front and three on the sleeves, though some universities have 
distinctive gowns: Harvard, crimson; Yale, blue, Chicago, rust, etc. Caps often differ. Traditional 
mortarboards indicate a master’s degree (red tassel for theology) or a doctor’s degree (gold tassel). 

 THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION 
As a sign of the office of the president, the Presidential Medallion is worn by the president at official academic 
events. Such occasions include the opening of the school year, graduation, and academic convocations.

 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MACE 
The mace carried by the marshal is a symbol of the faculty’s right to teach. The phoenix arising 
from the broken crown of thorns, surmounted by a silver cross, represents the central Christian 
confession: the cross and resurrection of Jesus as the primary basis of all hope and authority. The 
mace, a gift from Christ Seminary-Seminex, was first carried at the commencement in 1975.
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 PRESIDENTS OF THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL  
OF THEOLOGY AT CHICAGO 

Stewart W. Herman 1964-1971
Walter F. Wolbrecht 1972-1976

Arthur O. Arnold 1971-1972; 1976-1978
William E. Lesher 1978-1997

James Kenneth Echols 1997-2011
Philip L. Hougen 2011-2012
James R. Nieman 2012-2025

Shauna K. Hannan 2025-

 FACULTY 
Karri Alldredge
Assistant Professor of New Testament

Shauna K. Hannan
President and Professor

Rafael Malpica Padilla
Damm Chair in Leadership and  
the Director of Latinx Ministry and Theology

Esther M. Menn
Ralph W. and Marilyn R. Klein Professor of Old 
Testament

Brooke Petersen
John H. Tietjen Chair of Pastoral Ministry and 
Associate Professor of Pastoral Care Director of 
the MDiv, MA, and MAM Degree Programs
Director of ELCA Candidacy

Christian Scharen
Associate Professor and Gordon Braatz Chair of 
Worship

Mark N. Swanson
Harold S. Vogelaar Professor of Christian-Muslim 
Studies and Interfaith Relations, Director of 
Advanced Studies Program

Linda E. Thomas
Dean and Vice President of Academic Affairs; 
Professor Theology and Anthropology; Director 
of The Rev. Dr. Albert “Pete” Pero, Jr. and 
the Rev. Dr. Cheryl Stewart Pero Center for 
Intersectionality Studies

Peter Vethanayagamony 
Professor of Modern Church History

Marvin Wickware
Associate Professor of Church Society and Ethics

 EMERITI FACULTY 
Terrence Baeder
Director Emeritus of Field Education

Kathleen D. (Kadi) Billman
John H. Tietjen Professor Emeritus of Pastoral 
Ministry: Pastoral Theology

Kurt K. Hendel
Bernard, Fischer, Westberg Distinguished Ministry 
Professor Emeritus of Reformation History

James Nieman
President Emeritus and Professor Emeritus

Richard Perry
Professor Emeritus of Church and Society and 
Urban Ministry

David M. Rhoads
Professor Emeritus of New Testament

José David Rodriguez 
Augustana Heritage Professor Emeritus of Global 
Mission and World Christianity

Barbara Rossing
Professor Emeritus of New Testament

Michael Shelly 
Director Emeritus of A Center for Christian-
Muslim Engagement for Peace & Justice

Harold S. Vogelaar
Professor Emeritus of Christian Muslim Studies 
and Interfaith Relations

Christine Wenderoth
Director Emeritus, JKM Library; Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Ministry

 DISTINGUISHED AFFILIATE FACULTY 
Mercedes Garcia-Bachmann
Professor of Old Testament

Antje Jackelén
Professor of Systematic Theology/Religion and Science

Carol LaHurd
Professor of World Religions

Craig A. Satterlee
Professor of Homiletics

Benjamin Stewart
Professor of Worship

Audrey West
Associate Professor of New Testament

Gayle E. Woloschak
Professor of Religion and Science Studies

 AUXILIARY  FACULTY 
Patricia Cuyatti-Chavez 
Vickie Johnson 

Craig Mueller
Rosanne Swanson
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 LSTC STAFF 
Samantha Adindu
CRM and Events Manager

Aaron W. Copley-Spivey
Director of Human Resources; Title IX Coordinator 

Vima Couvertier-Cruz
Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice

Patti DeBias
Assistant to the President

Samantha DeBias
Accounting Coordinator

Keisha Dyson
Vice President for Enterprise Innovation

Bradley Arnette Erz 
Registrar

James Foster
Director, Operations and Security

Matt Frost
Library Services Coordinator

Jami Galindo
Maintenance Specialist

Keith Hampton
Cantor to the Community

Shauna K. Hannan
President

Marvis Hardy
International Student Services and Pero Center 
Coordinator

Stephanie Holding
Interim Director, JKM Library

Cheryl Hoth
Assistant to the Dean and Vice President of 
Academic Affairs

Jessica Houston
Alumni and Congregational Engagement Officer

Peter Iversen
Philanthropic Engagement Officer

Alicia Jakubowicz
Advancement Operations Coordinator 

Jennifer Kellogg
Controller

Rhiannon Koehler
Senior Director of Marketing and Communications

Bianca Leoni
Housing and Student Employment Manager

Sandra Nelson
Vice President for Advancement

Tim Olson
IT Manager

Nathaniel Ramsey
Director of Financial Aid

Charles Sansone
Director of IT

Marji Shannon
Director of Contextual Education; Director of the 
TEEM Program

Cindy Sisson
Interim Director of Admissions and Advisor for 
Enrollment

Jennifer Stone
Director of Advancement Services

Ariana Strahl
Philanthropic Engagement Officer

Sara Trumm
Director, A Center of Christian-Muslim 
Engagement for Peace and Justice

Richard Vivian
Vice President for Finance and Operations

Jason Winchell
Staff Accountant

 LSTC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mark Bartusch, Vice Chairperson
La Crosse Area Synod
Holmen, WI

Teresa Cintron
ELCA at large
Manati, PR

DeWayne Cook
ELCA at large
Maple Grove, MN

Paul K. Erbes, Secretary
Western Iowa Synod
Baltimore, MD

Joseph Falese
Metropolitan Chicago Synod
Lemont, IL

Stacie Fidlar
Bishops’ Representative Region 5
Northern Illinois Synod
Moline, IL

Preston Fields
Northern Illinois Synod
Middleton, WI

Morgan Gates
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod
Houston, TX

Anthony Johnston
ELCA at large
Chicago, IL

Greg Kaufmann
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
Chippewa Falls, WI

Greg Lewis, Chairperson
ELCA at large
Chicago, IL	

Becca Middeke-Conlin
Bishops’ Representative Region 4
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod
Tulsa, OK

Mercy Ndosi-Shoo, Treasurer
Nebraska Synod
Bennington, NE

Maryjeanne Schaffmeyer
East Central Synod of Wisconsin
Appleton, WI

Larry Tietjen
ELCA at large
Ballwin, MO

Patricia Cornelius Woods
ELCA at large
Chicago, IL

Ginni Young
Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod
Tulsa, OK
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 LSTC FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Kristi Ferguson
Iowa City, IA

Preston C. Fields, Secretary
Middleton, WI

Shauna K. Hannan, President
Berwyn, IL

John Kotovsky
Kirkwood, MO

†Roger Lewis, emeritus 
Omaha, NE

Carrie Lewis La Plante
Eldridge, IA

Harry Mueller
St. Louis, MO

John R. Reed
Ft. Worth, TX

Maryjeanne Schaffmeyer
Appleton, WI

Sarah Stegemoeller, Vice Chairperson
Santa Monica, CA

Laurence Tietjen, Chairperson
Ballwin, MO

 ALUMNI BOARD 
Michael Fick, Co-Chair
Pastor, Ebenezer Lutheran Church
Chicago, IL

Melissa James
Professor of Gender Studies and Sociology, 
University of San Diego
La Mesa, CA

Liz Kocher, Co-Chair
Campus Pastor, Lutheran Center at University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln
Manhattan, Kansas

Carrie Lewis LaPlante
Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church
Eldridge, IA

Duane Miller
Retired Pastor
Des Moines, IA

Stephanie Wood
Pastor
Davenport, IA

 ELCA BISHOPS 
Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop, ELCA

Susan J. Briner, Southwestern Texas Synod
Amy L. Current, Southeastern Iowa Synod

Paul D. Erickson , Greater Milwaukee Synod
Stacie R. Fidlar, Northern Illinois Synod

Wayne N. Miller, Metropolitan Chicago Synod

 ELCA SEMINARY LEADERS 
R. Guy Erwin
President, United Lutheran Seminary

Kristin K. Johnston Largen		
President, Wartburg Theological Seminary

Robin J. Steinke
President, Luther Seminary

 ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGO  
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS REPRESENTATIVES 

Jason Fout				  
Interim President, Bexley Seabury Seminary 

Timothy J. Gianotti			 
President, American Islamic College

Maisha I. Handy
President, McCormick Theological Seminary

Joy J. Moore
Professor of Homiletics, 13th President of 
Northern Seminary 

 

Mike Moore
Vice President of Academics, Dean of Seminary, 
Northern Seminary

Ferdinand I. Okurie, CMF
Vice President & Academic Dean, Catholic 
Theological Union

Elías Ortega
President, Meadville Lombard Theological School

Barbara E. Reid, OP
President Emerita, Catholic Theological Union
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 SPECIAL GUESTS 
Timothy Blevins
President & CEO, Augsburg Fortress Publishers

Katie Bringman Baxter
Representative, Wittenberg University 

Wyvetta Bullock
Executive for Administration, Office of the 
Presiding Bishop, ELCA

Michael Cooper-White
LSTC Interim President, 2025 

Francisco Javier Goitía Padilla
Director of Theological Formation for Seminaries 
and Schools, ELCA

Katy Grindberg
Director of Contextual Education, Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary

 
 

Charles B. Hardwick
Executive, Synod of the Covenant, Presbyterian 
Church (USA)

Jason A. Mahn
Professor of Religion, Augustana College

Baiju Markose
Associate Dean of Academics and Assistant Professor 
of Theology, Trinity Lutheran Seminary

Walter May, Jr.
Assistant to the Bishop, Southeast Iowa Synod, retired

John A. Nunes
President, California Lutheran University

Moses Penumaka
Director of Theological Education for Emerging 
Ministries, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary

Roger Schroeder, SVD
Professor, Catholic Theological Union

 PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 
Karri Alldredge, Faculty

Nicholas Breining, MDiv Student

Yehiel Curry, ELCA Presiding Bishop and LSTC Alum

Keisha Dyson, Administration

Paul Erbes, Board of Directors

Kristi Ferguson, Presidential Search Committee 
Chairperson and Foundation Board of Trustees

Greg Lewis, Board of Directors Chairperson

Carrie Lewis La Plante, Foundation Board of 
Trustees and Alumni Board

Ariana Strahl, Staff

 PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Samantha Adindu
CRM and Events Manager

Patti DeBias
Assistant to the President

Keisha Dyson
Vice President for Enterprise Innovation

Kristi Ferguson
Presidential Search Committee Chair

Shauna K. Hannan
President 
 

Rhiannon Koehler
Senior Director of Marketing and Communications

Sandra Nelson
Vice President for Advancement

Christian Scharen
Associate Professor and Gordon Braatz Chair of 
Worship

Jennifer Stone
Director of Advancement Services

Ariana Strahl
Philanthropic Engagement Officer
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 LSTC MISSION STATEMENT 
The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, a seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, forms visionary leaders to bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ.

LSTC seeks to build up the Body of Christ and work for a world of peace and justice that cares for the 
whole of creation. 

LSTC is Christ-centered, responsive to context, attentive to diversity, and committed to excellence. 

 LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago recognizes that its campus stands on the traditional 
homelands of the Potawatomi, Miami, and Peoria peoples. 

These were their ancestral homelands for thousands of years before their forced removal, and the 
land continues to hold their stories and wisdom. 

LSTC honors and thanks the elders of these and other Native American nations, past and present. 

It also acknowledges that these lands are still home to many Indigenous people, and the institution 
expresses gratitude for the opportunity to learn in this place. 

Please plan to join us tomorrow, November 15, 2025, 9 am-noon, for

LSTC IN ACTION: 
A SHOWCASE OF VISION AND LEADERSHIP

This interactive forum highlights the vision and innovation  
shaping the future of theological education at LSTC.




