
 
 

April 20-21, 2026: Extraordinary Histories 
 
Panel One: How Do You Tell the Story of a Movement? 
 

Rev. Amalia Vagts 
she/her 
Pastor, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
 
As a publicly-identifying bisexual person, Amalia Vagts (she/hers) is 
committed to authentic hospitality, diverse community, and creating spaces of 
belonging for all people. Amalia earned an M.Div at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa and a B.A. in English and Religion at Luther 

College in Decorah, Iowa. Amalia served as Development Director for Lutheran Lesbian 
and Gay Ministries from 2006-2008, then as Executive Director of Extraordinary 
Lutheran Ministries until 2017. Ordained in 2021, she was called to serve as pastor of Our 
Saviour's Lutheran Church in Tucson, Arizona, which became a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation in 2025. 

 
Margaret Moreland 
she/her 
Retired Chemist,  Member of University Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley, CA 
 
Margaret Moreland is one of the founding organizers of Extraordinary Candidacy 
Project (established in 1993); she served as President of its board for about 10 
years.  Margaret also served on the boards of Lutheran Lesbian and Gay 
Ministries and Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries.  She and her husband, Bennett 
Falk, attended all of the extraordinary ordinations.  She also attended the 

installations of the four extraordinary pastors who have been elected as Synod Bishops.  
The work that she did with these organizations is the best part of her life, except for 
living with and loving Bennett.  The congregation and pastors at University Lutheran 
Chapel have inspired her to be “At Work in the World”. 

 
Rev. Anita C. Hill (ELCA Retired) 
She/her 
Member of Grace University Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, MN 
 
Anita C. Hill served as a pastor of St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church, 
Saint Paul Area Synod, ELCA (1983-2012). Her areas of particular ministry 



interest continue to be racial and gender equality, immigrant rights, economic and GLBT 
justice, and immigrant rights. 
Hill earned an MA (1987) and, subsequently, an MDiv (2000) from United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities, New Brighton, Minnesota. She completed Lutheran 
coursework at Luther Seminary. 
Hill was ordained extra ordinem on April 28, 2001, as a candidate approved by the 
Extraordinary Candidacy Committee. 
She was officially (finally!) received as a member of the ELCA clergy roster on September 
18, 2010. She “retired” from the roster in 2016 to avoid being summarily removed from 
the roster. 

 
Rev. Phyllis Zillhart 
she/her/hers 
Title: Hospice Chaplain, Retired 
 
While in seminary, Phyllis Zillhart met Ruth Frost, launching a partnership in 
life, parenting, and ministry for over 40 years. In January 1990 they were 
privileged to join (now Bishop) Jeff Johnson in “extraordinary” ordinations in 
San Francisco that challenged the ELCA’s ban on “gay clergy” and anchored 
heart-wrenching ministry amid the AIDS epidemic. Phyllis and Ruth were 

pastors at St Francis Lutheran Church for 15 years. Returning to MN in 2005, they 
transitioned to hospice spiritual care (now retired). With a gay couple, they have a 
daughter (32) and a grandson (9). 
 
Panel Two: Honoring Extraordinary Histories 
 

Rev. Erik Christensen 
He/Him 
Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church (Evanston, IL) 
 
Erik Christensen was ordained extraordinem on October 21, 2006 — the 
ninth of the 18 eventual extraordinary ordinations. He served for 11 years 
in his first call at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Logan Square (2006-2017), 
a redevelopment ministry. He subsequently served at the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago (2017-2024) as Pastor to the Community, Director 

of Worship, and Director of Strategic Initiatives. He currently serves as the pastor 
with Trinity Lutheran Church in Evanston, Illinois. He and his husband, Kerry 
Jenkins, are looking forward to moving into the parsonage later this year, where 
their dog (Matilda) will have a big, fenced-in backyard in which to run around. 

 
Bishop Jeff Johnson 
he/him/his 
Bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA 
 
The Rev. Jeff R. Johnson serves as the 6th Bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He was elected in 2023. Prior to 



his call as bishop, he served for over two decades as pastor of University Lutheran Chapel 
of Berkeley, a campus ministry at the University of California, Berkeley, and earlier at 
First United Lutheran Church in San Francisco. Ordained extra ordinem in 1990, he 
helped found what became Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries, advocating for the full 
inclusion of lgbtqia+ pastors in the ELCA. Bishop Johnson earned degrees from 
California Lutheran University and Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. He lives in 
Oakland with his husband, and enjoys music, family, cooking, and travel. 
 

Rev. Julie Boleyn 
she/her 
Executive Director, the Kaleidoscope Institute 
 
The Rev. Julie Boleyn is an ELCA pastor and the Executive Director of the 
Kaleidoscope Institute. In her role she equips churches and leaders as they 
navigate cultural difference, strengthen leadership, and cultivate authentic 
community. Julie has led strategic planning and intercultural leadership 
processes across the United States and Canada. During her ministry as 
pastor, she accompanied the development of a Spanish-language ministry 

with a special focus on serving the LGBTQ community. She also co-founded two 
non-profit organizations, Awake and Project 88 Music Academy. She earned her BA from 
The Evergreen State College in 2002 and her MDiv at LSTC in 2010. Julie lives in Berwyn, 
Illinois with her wife and teenager. 
 

Rev. Lura Groen 
they/them or she/her 
Pastor, All Saints Lutheran Church 
 
Lura Groen is the pastor of All Saints Lutheran Church in Bowie MD.  She 
previously served Abiding Savior in Columbia MD, and Grace Lutheran in 
Houston TX.  With Grace Lutheran, she founded Grace Place, a safe place 
for vulnerable homeless youth of all sexual orientations and gender 

identities to receive food, friendship, and hope. She is a proud member of the 
Extraordinary Lutheran historic roster, and an even prouder auntie of Jeremiah, Evelyn, 
Ezra, and Meir.   

 
Pastor Jen Rude 
she/her/hers 
University Pastor, Pacific Lutheran University (Tacoma, WA) 
 
Jen serves as University Pastor at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, 
WA. Her previous calls include serving as program director for 
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries and as Outreach Minister with The 

Night Ministry in Chicago. In 2007, Jen was extraordinarily ordained at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in Chicago and served there as Associate Pastor. After policy change at 
the national level removed barriers for partnered LGBTQ clergy, Jen was received onto 
the ELCA roster in 2011. Jen has a Masters of Divinity from Pacific School of Religion in 



Berkeley, CA and a B.A. from Augustana University in Sioux Falls, SD. Jen lives in 
beautiful Tacoma with her spouse Deb Derylak. 
 
Plenary: The Transformative Power of our Stories 

 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad 
she/her 
Joe R. Engle Professor of Preaching Emerita at Union Theological 
Seminary 

Barbara grew up on an Iowa farm and graduated from Augustana 
College (Rock Island) and Yale Divinity School. She was ordained in 

1980 and called as pastor of Our Savior’s Atonement Lutheran Church in NYC where she 
served for 17 years. For the next 17 years Barbara taught preaching at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York. In 2003 she was grateful to receive an honorary doctorate from 
LSTC. 

Barbara is married to Nicole Johnson. They’ve been together since 1987, not long after 
the Constituting Convention of the ELCA. In 2014 they retired and moved to Minneapolis.  
Their son Sam, his wife Sarah and their grandson Phoenix moved to Minneapolis soon 
after. They knew there’d be free childcare. 

 
Panel Three: Intergenerational Conversation 
 

Rev. Dr. Robert Goldstein 
He, him, his 
Retired ELCA pastor 
 
Born in Melbourne Australia during WWII to a Jewish father and Christian 
mother. Left for America in 1962 with many questions. Attended Abilene 
Christian University in Texas, Yale and Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Wife was second woman ordained to a parish in Trenton, NJ. Ordained 1975. 
First clergy couple, New Brunswick, NJ. 1975-85. Came out in 1987 and was 
promptly fired. Returned to ministry in 1991, thanks to Bishop Sherman 
Hicks, became active in Lutherans Concerned, and served three parishes in 

Chicago and finally at St. Francis Lutheran Church, San Francisco. Retired and live in 
Chicago since 2011. Currently writing a book on secular culure and theology, and 
sponsoring a Ugandan LGBTQ refugee family in South Sudan who are about to resettled 
in Canada. 

 
Rev. Kelsey Green 
she/her 
Director of Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry in Baltimore 
 
Rev. Kelsey Green describes herself as sometimes funny, frequently 
anxious, and completely committed to the liberation of all 



marginalized persons. Hailing from Long Island, New York – she comes equipped with 
the accent & attitude to back it up. 
 
Racial justice and LGBTQ+ advocacy work fuel her fire, while deep friendships, her wife 
and long naps quench her thirst. She can frequently be found quoting showtunes, 
doubled over in laughter and challenging others to “do the work.” 
 
Kelsey brings to the Church a pulse of integrity, a love of preaching and deep care for the 
other. 
 

Rev. Dr. Sharon Stalkfleet 
she/her 
BSN, MDiv., D.Min. 
Retired, Rostered ELCA Word and Sacrament Ministry 
 
Pastoral ministry is my second career, following 16 years as a registered 
nurse at the University of Iowa Hospital and Clinics. I graduated from LSTC 
in 1999, where I participated in the in work that led to the founding of Thesis 
96'. 

During my internship from 1997-8, I served at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Oakland, CA, 
with Pastor Ross Merkel, who had been "defrocked," yet the church kept him as its 
pastor. I was extraordinarily ordained in 2002 to the Lutheran Ministry to Nursing 
Homes by four ELCA congregations. I served various ministries in the East San 
Francisco Bay until my retirement in 2023. I returned to Iowa near family and long-term 
friends in 2024. On March 31, 2026, I defended my Capstone Portfolio dealing with 
children's spirituality, children's theology, and attitudes about children. 

 
Rev. Bergen Eickhoff 
They/Them 
 
Bergen Eickhoff is a nonbinary bisexual living into the weirdness and 
wildness of Lutheran faith in the Pacific Northwest! While a pastor in 
identity, they are currently raising their 10-month old daughter. They 
specialize in youth ministry, and do work with the ELCA's Youth 
Gathering and Queer Confirmation projects. In their rare spare time, 

they lead classes in Queer Theology, write essays, and participate in the flourishing 
LGBTQIA+ culture of Western Washington. 
 
Rev. Phyllis Zillhart (See panel one) 
 
Panel Four: Church Leaders Reflect on Queering the Church 

 
Bishop Brenda Bos 
She/her 
Bishop, Southwest California Synod of the ELCA 
 



Bishop Brenda Bos serves the Southwest California Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, overseeing 105 congregations from Long Beach to the Central Coast. 
She is an advocate for immigrants, the LGBTQ+ community and racial justice. Before 
ordination, Brenda worked in network television production for eighteen years, most 
notably at Warner Bros. Television. She is the author of “Refilling the Reservoirs: 
Spiritual Care for Exhausted Caregivers” published by Fortress Press in 2025. 
 

 
President Shauna Hannan 
she/her 
President, LSTC 
 
The Rev. Dr. Shauna Hannan (Ph.D., Princeton Theological Seminary) 
began her tenure as President of LSTC in July 2025. Prior to joining LSTC, 
she served as Professor of Homiletics at PLTS and as Core Doctoral Faculty 
for the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, California. Dr. Hannan is 
the co-author, with filmmaker Gael Chandler, of Scripting a Sermon: Using 
the Wisdom of Filmmaking for Impactful Preaching (WJKP, 2024) and the 

author of The Peoples' Sermon: Preaching as a Ministry of the Whole Congregation (Fortress, 
2021). Ordained in the ELCA since 1998, she has held various leadership roles on 
committees and boards and currently serves on the Board of Trustees for Augsburg 
Fortress. 

 
Bishop Jen Nagel 
she/they 
Bishop of the Minneapolis Area Synod in the ELCA 
 
Bishop Jen Nagel was elected to a six-year term as Bishop of the 
Minneapolis Area Synod in 2024. Bishop Jen earned her MDiv at University 
of Chicago Divinity School, completed her Lutheran courses at Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago, and received a BA from Concordia College. 
She was ordained by Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries in 2008 and was 
received on the ELCA’s Roster of Ministers of Word and Sacrament in 2010. 
Prior to her call as Bishop, she served in multiple calls in parish ministry, 

hospital chaplaincy, and in ELCA global ministry. Bishop Jen is married to a UCC 
minister, the Rev. Jane McBride. They have a teen and a tween and live in Minneapolis.  

 
Bishop Donna Simon 
she/her 
Bishop, Central States Synod 
 
Donna Simon loves Jesus, a good book, and cooking delicious food for her 
family and friends. She holds a BA in English Literature from San Francisco 
State University, an MDiv from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, and a 
DMin in Congregational Mission and Leadership from Luther Seminary. In 
October of 2000, she was ordained extra ordinem, in violation of church 



policies preventing gay and lesbian leaders from serving as ordained ELCA clergy. When 
those policies changed in 2009, Simon was received to the ELCA clergy roster. She served 
St. Mark Hope and Peace Lutheran Church in Kansas City, MO from 2000 until being 
elected bishop in June of 2025. Bishop Simon is passionate about justice for all people, 
inclusion of persons pressed to the margins, and her family—wife Colleen, son Dominic, 
and three cats. 

 
Aubrey Thonvold 
they/she 
Executive Director at ReconcilingWorks 
 
Aubrey Thonvold (she/they) is a lifelong Lutheran who is committed to work 
centered in justice and equity for LGBTQIA+ people and their families within 
religious and faith communities. 

 
 
 

 

 
 


